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 Story by Rusty Savage
        Oregon experienced a devastating rain and 
flood event in late February and early March. 
This leading to rivers, creeks and dams spilling 
over and flooding large swaths of many Oregon  
communities. Since Feb. 24, severe storms 
have caused significant flooding and landslides 
throughout the state. 
         On Sunday, March 16th, both, Elk Creek 
and Pass Creek, near Drain, surpassed 19.58 ft. 
which is 1.82 and .26 ft. over flood stage and 
inundated the community of Drain. Many homes 
and businesses experienced minor to major flood 
damage during the event. Some like the Drain 
Liquer Store was able to keep water at bay with 
sand bags, others, like the Drain Saw Shop, 
Date St Apartments, Dr Joann Holland Clinic 
and many garages and sheds, experienced major 

flooding inside.
          In Elkton, the Umpqua River reached a 
maximum stage of 39.05 feet, which is 1.85 
ft. over the flood stage of 37.2 ft. Elk Creek 
reached 19.58 ft., .82 ft above flood stage. The 
Umqua river swamped the Alfred S. Tyson Park. 
Flooding was significant from Elkton, Scottsburg 
to Kellogg.
           In south Lane county the Willamette River 
crested at 16.1 feet, which was 5 ft. above flood 
stage, affecting Cottage Grove and vicinity.
           In Albany even though the Willamette 
was at 20.09, which is below flood stage, Bryant 
Park was closed, and so was a section of Bryant 
Way near the city limits. Linn County also closed 
sections of four other roads because of high water. 
Benton County closed two. The Willamette River 

Devastating Rain & Floods Inundate the City of Drain & Across Oregon

Continued on Page 5

Two Photos above  from Drone footage, courtesy of  Keagan Mast
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Government
Know your local Representatives!

Drain
Mayor:    Erin Sparhawk
Council Position #1:   Melanie Lymath
Council Position #2:    Kevin VanPelt
Council Position #4:    Katie Decker
Council Position #5:    Aaron Lymath
City Administrator:      Ken Strobeck
City Council Meeting:  4/14/25 - 6pm

Yoncalla
Mayor:   Kathleen Wertz
Councilors:    Amy Grabinski     
          Open Seat
          Harold Gilpin
          Bryce Wertz
City Administrator: Jennifer Bragg
Council Meeting:    4/08/25 - 6pm 

Elkton
Mayor: Daniel Burke
Council President: Joan Smith 
Council Members: 
 Kim Moore
 Dan Shepherd
 Sandra Galli
Public Works Supervisor:  Gary Trout
Council Meeting:      4/10/25 - 8:30am

Oakland
Mayor:        Bette Keehley
Counselor:       Jan Wier
Counselor:       Kent Rochester
Counselor:       Sky Ironplow
Counselor:       Betty Tamm
Council Meeting:    3/10/25 - 7pm

Sutherlin
Mayor :                  Michelle Sumner
Council President     Debbie Hamilton 
Councilor                        Lisa Woods
Councilor                        Larry Whitaker
Councilor                        Adam Sarnoski
Councilor                        Shawn Smalley 
Councilor                        Gary Dagel
City Manager                 Jerry Gillham
Council Meeting:       4/14/25  - 7:15pm

Reedsport
Mayor :                   Linda McCollum 
Council Position #1:     Rob Wright  
Council Position #2:     Clifton Jackson Jr 
Council Position #4:     Sandra Rose Donnelly 
Council Position #5:     Allen Teitzel 
Council Position #5:      Rich Patten 
Council Position #7:      Debby Turner 
Council Meeting:          4/07/25 - 7pm

Cottage Grove
Mayor:       Candace Solesbee
Councilor Ward 1:     Christine Hyink
Councilor Ward 2:     Randell Lammerman
Councilor Ward 3:      Dana Merryday
Councilor Ward 4:      Greg Ervin
Councilor:                    Jim Settelmeyer
Councilor:                    Darrel Wilson
Council Meeting;:         4/25/25 - 7pm

County State & Federal
Douglas County Commisioners:
Tom Kress(Chair)       Tim Freeman
Chris Boice                   Jennifer Miller
Lane County Commissioners:
Dist 1: Ray Ceniga        Dist 2: David Lovall
Dist 3: Laurie Trieger   Dist 4: Pat Farr
Dist 5: Heather Buch
Oregon House Representative: 
District 02:         Virgle Osborne
Oregon State Senator:
District 1:         David Brock Smith
U.S. Senate Oregon:
           Jeff Merkley
           Ron Wyden
U.S House of Representatives:
District 4:    Val Hoyle
Secretary of State:  Tobias Read
Attorney General:   Dan Rayfield
Governor:    Tina Kotek
Vice-President:  JD Vance
President:            Donald Trump

     It is important to know your representation 
in your State, Districts and Municipalities. RE-
MEMBER it is vital to your freedoms to vote.If 
you would like to have your own towns municipal 
officers listed please send title & names only to 
citydesk@ndherald.com

April, 2025        Vol 3, Issue #4 
    The Oregon News Herald News-
paper, published once a month in Drain 
Oregon, is owned, operated, published 
and printed in the State of Oregon. It 
is our mission to bring the news and 
information that our readers find per-
tinent, useful and with some insight to 
our common values and sensibilities.
     The Oregon News Herald is formerly 
the North Douglas Herald.
   Submit Photos, Recipes, Jokes, Car-
toons, artwork and the like: send email 
to editor@ndherald.com

Departments:
news@ndherald.com

reports@ndherald.com
submissions@ndherald.com|
schoolnews@ndherald.com

churchdirectory@ndherald.com
citydesk@ndherald.com

sales@ndherald.com
carrier@ndherald.com

vitalstatistics@ndherald.com
      To receive a bundle of newspa-
pers at your location, please go to:
www.ndherald.com/locations.html

“Our liberty depends on the freedom 
of the press, and that cannot be limited 
without being lost.” 

- Thomas Jefferson

“The man who does not read has no 
advantage over the man who cannot 
read,”

- Mark Twain

https://gofund.me/e68f1fcf
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North Douglas Herald

PO Box 581
Drain OR 97435

Rusty Savage, Editor
541 221-3283    

www.ndherald.com

Free Papers can be found, upon availability, 
in all of the following town’s and these  fine 
establishments

Locations for Pick up Points
Drain

Rays Food Place, 308 N 1st St.
Country Cabin Coffee & Laundry, 438 W “B” Ave 
Hwy38
The Rose Bar, 413 Umpqua Hwy 38
Mildred Whipple Library, 205 W. “A” Ave.
Beaver Creek Unique, 416 W “B” Ave.
Zolezzi Insurance Agency, 208 W C Ave
CG Market, 333 W B Ave
US Bank, 229 N 1st St
Hacienda Viera, 237 West B Ave
Brothers Cafe, 439 W B Ave
Studio Tatttoo, 329 N 1st St

Yoncalla
Eagle Valley Supply, 2570 Eagle Valley Rd
Food Center & Deli, 2580 Eagle Valley Rd
Why Not Bar and Grill, 164 Main St
Yoncalla Public Library, 194 Birch St

Elkton
Arlene’s Cafe & General Store 14858 State HWY 38
Elkton Station 14940 State HWY 38
Tomaselli’s Pastry Mill & Cafe, 14836 OR Hwy 38
Elkton Community Education Center, 15850 HWY 
38 W
Farm Pickins Mercantile, 326 1st Street

Rice Hill
Buy 2 Arco, 614 John Long Rd

Scottsburg
Riverbanks Speedy Mart 32841 State HWY 38
LULD Library Box at Fire Station, 33237 OR HWY 
38

Reedsport
Jacks Barber Shoppe, 1199 Highway Ave, 
TRMF Smokes, 1898 Winchester Ave. US-101
Don’s Main Street Family Restaurant, 2115 US-101
Recreation Station, 1575 Winchester Ave US-101 S
Creative Mercantile, 392 Fir Ave.
High Water Cafe,  427 Fir Ave.
Lower Umpqua Library, 395 Winchester Ave.
7-11 Store, 2011 Winchester Ave. US-101
Oregon Coast Restaurant, 2165 Winchester Ave
Harbor Light Restaurant, 960 Highway Ave

Cottage Grove
Old Mill Farm Store, 327 South River Rd.
Kwik Pik Market #2, 925 E Gibbs Ave.
Daves Corner Market, 633 N 9th St.
Safeway, 1500 E Main St
The Book Mine, 702 E Main St.
Dari Mart, 1200 E Main St.
Cottage Market, 603 OR HWY-99
Medication Station, 1041 N Pacific HWY-99
American Market, 911 E Main St

Eugene
Dairy-Mart,1495 River Rd #2
Dairy-Mart, 2735 River Rd
Dairy-Mart, 3620 River Rd
Dairy-Mart, 2920 W 11th Ave
Dairy-Mart, 4099 W 11th Ave
7-11 Store, 3762 W 11th Ave
7-11 Store, 1107 S Bertelsen Rd
7-11 Store, 895 River Rd
7-11 Store, 3821 River Rd
7-11 Store, 190 Hwy 99
7-11 Store, 701 Polk St
7-11 Store, 590 E Broadway
7-11 Store, 445 Coburg Rd, 
Albertson Grocery, 311 Coburg Rd
Market of Choice, 1960 Franklin Blvd
Classic Smoke Shop, 733 State Hwy 99 N
The Embers Lounge, 1811 Hwy 99 N 

Springfield
Dari-Mart, 1950 Mohawk Blvd #48
Dari-Mart, 220 W B St
Dari-Mart, 1875 Main St
Dari-Mart, 1554 M St
Dari-Mart, 6898 Main St #17
Albertson Grocery, 5755 Main St
7-11, 5808 Main St 
7-11, 1396 Main St
Heartless & Hopeless Tattoo, 329 Main St

Winchester Bay
Beck’s Winchester Bay Market, 245 8th St.
Pelican Market, 75298 Pacific Coast HWY US-101

Oakland
Bart’s Oakland Market, 204 SE 1st St
Tyee Landing, 11424 Oregon HWY 138
Oakland Tavern, 104 Locust St

Sutherlin
Kwik Pik Market & Deli, 551 W Central Ave.
Smitty’s Food Mart & Deli, 1367W Central Ave.
Center Market, 1230 W Central Ave.
Center Smoke s, 1230 W Central Ave.
Shop Smart Grocery, 811 E Central
Center Market #42, 206 E Central Ave.
S-Mart, 333 E Central Ave.
Central Food Mart, 1021 E Central Ave.
Chevron/S-Mart, 1484 W Central Ave.

Roseburg
News & Smokes, 457 NW Garden Valley Blvd
Ridgeway Market, 1800 NW Garden Valley Blvd
Safeway, 1539 NE Stephens St
Roseburg Tobacco & Food Mart, 2050 NE Stephens St
1 Am Market, 1931 NE Stephens St
Lil’ Pantry, 2611 NW Edenbower Blvd
Buy 2 Arco, 2530 NE Stephens St
Mini Pet Mart, 333 NE Garden Valley Blvd
Mini Pet Mart, 2820 NE Stephens St

Albany
7-11, 333 34Th Ave SE 
AM PM, 33200 OR-34
Dari-Mart, 1005 Queen Ave SW
7-11, 6190 Pacific Blvd SW

Oregon News Herald
is looking for Motivated Ad-
vertising Sales Positions and 

Regional Directors
editor@ndherald.com

     This is a 500,000 lb. transformer that is on a 
railcar. The transformer is going to Roseburg.
The problem is the train bridge by my house 
can’t take the weight, so they have to unload 
it and put it on a truck trailer to take to Drain, 
and then put it back on the train to Roseburg 
and then put it back on a truck trailer.
     The truck trailer is over 100 yd. long. I 
told them not to leave it in Curtin too long, the 
local tweekers will strip it.

      Whew! What a wirlwind March was. I’d 
been watching the weather across the country 
this year and it seems to have been phenomenal. 
Winter storms in the Midwest and the North-
east. Storms and tornadoes in the Midwest and 
Southeast. Floods everywhere from West to 
East and blizzards and rains as well. Talk about 
active weather patterns. But I was feeling pretty 
good about things here in western Oregon so far 
this whole winter. Then came the catastrophic 
rains, floods and landslides of March.
      It was a sudden and violent turn of events 
across the Oregon region. It was only the eve-
ning before the 16th that I noticed any alarm 
coming across the Internet and Social Media. 
Duly, on Sunday morning we started monitor-
ing rivers and creeks. But from the time we saw 
Elk Creek breach it’s banks, there was little to 
do. Some folks evacuated, some didn’t, our 
house was lifted on higher blocks in ‘98 and we 
felt like we could stay. We did OK, the water 
was a few inches from the top step when it 
finally receded. But many, especially in north 
Douglas, Jackson and Coos counties, had seri-
ous flood and landslide damage. For those who 
suffered property damage and loss, remember 
to reach out for help and resources, put our tax 
dollars to work.
      As I clean up the mess in the back yard and, 
Oh man, the garage, I ruminate on the lack 
of preparedness that seems  be the result of 
procrastination and the over riding doubt that 
something bad will happen here or now. HA! 
Not likely. Something bad is always happening 
somewhere so the best bet is to use a little com-
mon sense along with a good portion of  ‘Get 
up and Go’.
      I had been watching and grumbling about 
the rain for months. I know the rivers and creeks 
can swell pretty quickly. I figured the ground 
was totally saturated, the snow melt is coming 
and I’ve been around and here long enough to 
know what may be coming. Pro-active is the 
word, or preparedness if you prefer. Of course 
you can’t anticipate the unknown, but if there is 
mitigation possible, then we owe it to ourselves 
to at least be better, more observant and vigilant 
to see the potential problems and solutions.
      I think our local governments owe it to us to 
follow the same advice, especially the pro-active 
part. Neighbors are prone to help their neighbors 
and their community. City’s and Counties actu-
ally have an obligation to residents and citizens 
for just such observations and response. I found 
in reporting on different locations, that we had 
widely varying responses and or lack of.
    Overall I see an energetic effort and evidence 
of emergency planning leading and addressing 
the problems as they are anticipated or when 
they arise. Then there are the reports of a lack 
awareness of the situation, leading to late and 
even non-responsive efforts towards informa-
tion and  communication or simply leaving it 
to the other powers that be. Require better from 
those who should be in charge and responsible 
for those important observations and decisions. 

Editorial
By Rusty Savage
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Oregon Public Safety

Community Matters

Veterans Corner

        The recent storm that swept through Douglas 
county and across Western Oregon brought with it 
a stark reminder of the power of nature. With high 
winds, heavy rain, flooding, and even mudslides and 
landslides, many homeowners found themselves 
facing significant damage to their properties. 
As we approach the storm season, it’s crucial 
for homeowners to ensure their homes are well-
protected against potential damage. According to 
Lynn McAllister, American Family Insurance Agent 
in Roseburg, these are some essential tips and advice 
to help you safeguard your home and navigate the 
complexities of homeowners insurance.
1. Review Your Policy Annually
        Your homeowner’s insurance policy should be 
reviewed at least once a year to ensure it provides 
adequate coverage for your home and belongings. 
Pay special attention to the coverage limits and any 
exclusions related to storm damage. This will help 
you avoid any surprises when you need to file a 
claim.
2. Understand Your Deductible
        It’s important to know the amount you will need 
to pay out-of-pocket before your insurance kicks in. 
Some policies have separate deductibles for wind 
and hail damage, so make sure you are aware of these 
details and plan accordingly.
3. Consider Additional Coverage
        Standard homeowners’ insurance policies 
typically do not include coverage for certain natural 
disasters. Depending on your location, you might 
want to consider purchasing additional coverage for 
the following:
        Flood Insurance: Flooding is not typically 
covered under standard homeowners’ insurance 
policies. If you live in an area prone to flooding, 
consider purchasing a separate flood insurance policy 
through the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) or a private insurer.
        Landslide Insurance: Mudslides and landslides 
are also not covered under standard policies. You may 
need to purchase a separate policy or endorsement to 
cover this type of damage.
        Earthquake Insurance: Earthquakes can cause 
significant damage, and this is generally not covered 
under standard homeowners’ policies. If you live in 

an earthquake-prone area, consider purchasing an 
earthquake insurance policy.
        These extra protections can be invaluable in the 
event of a natural disaster.
4. Document Your Belongings
        Keep an updated inventory of your personal 
belongings, including photos and receipts. This 
documentation can expedite the claims process if 
you need to file a claim after a storm. Make sure to 
store this information in a safe place, such as a cloud 
storage service, email folder, or a fireproof safe.
5. Home Maintenance
        Regular maintenance can prevent a lot of 
storm-related damage. Inspect your roof for loose 
shingles, clean your gutters to prevent water buildup, 
trim trees to avoid falling branches, and secure 
outdoor furniture and other items that could become 
projectiles during a storm.
6. Storm-Proofing Your Home
        Investing in storm shutters, reinforcing your roof, 
and installing a backup generator are all effective 
ways to minimize damage and keep your home 
safe during severe weather. These measures can also 
potentially lower your insurance premiums.
7. Emergency Preparedness
        Have an emergency plan in place for your 
family, including a safe room or designated shelter 
area. Keep an emergency kit with essentials such as 
water, non-perishable food, flashlights, batteries, and 
important documents. Being prepared can make a 
significant difference in the event of a storm.
Advice for Homeowners
        Stay Informed: Keep an eye on weather forecasts 
and alerts. Being aware of an impending storm can 
give you valuable time to prepare and protect your 
home.
        Know the Claims Process: Familiarize yourself 
with the steps to file a claim with your insurance 
company. This includes knowing who to contact, 
what information you’ll need, and the timeline for 
processing claims.
        Work with Trusted Contractors: After a storm, 
be cautious of fraudulent contractors who may try to 
take advantage of the situation. Work with reputable, 
licensed contractors for any necessary repairs.

Protecting Your Home from Storm Damage
Essential Tips and Advice

Yoncalla Public Library Notes
        April is a busy month at the Yoncalla Public 
Library with author talks and Springtime STEAM 
activities for kids:
        April 12th at 12:30-Author Talk with Bob 
Crites, author of No Ghosts In The Graveyard 
(The Lifetime Adventures of a Small-Town 
Oregon Boy). Signed copies will be available for 
purchase.
        April 19th at 12:30-Author Talk with William 
L. Sullivan, presenting a slideshow of his new 
book, New Hikes in Southern Oregon. Signed 
copies will be available for purchase.
        April 24th Anytime between 4 and 6:30-
STEAM Seed Starter Kits. For kids PreK-12th 
grade. Join us on the last Thursday of every month 
for STEAM activities through the month of June.
        Follow us on Facebook for more information 
and to see what we’re up to every week. Our hours 
are M 1-5, W 10-5, Th 4-7, and Sat 10-2.  See you 
at the library!

LULD Library Announcements

Lower Umpqua Library District (LULD) 
continues to expand its collection to meet 
evolving public interests.  LULD now has 
chess sets available for checkout and other 
board games for in-house use. Please contact 
LULD if you would like to be involved in 
a game club. LULD plans to begin hosting 
meetings once enough people signup.
         The library is developing World 
Languages and Foreign Film sections, 
containing books, movies, and audiobooks 
in non-English languages. Additionally, 
LULD has many items that are bilingual 
(in both English and another language).  
While many of these are available in more 
locally popular non-English languages 
such as Spanish and Chinese, LULD also 
has titles in locally obscure languages such 
as Russian and Dutch.  Please contact the 
library if there is a particular language that 
interests you. We may either already have 
items available in your preferred language or 
be able to add your suggestions to the library.
        These new and expanded collections 
should not distract from the fact that LULD 
also has substantive juvenile, young adult, 
and adult books across a wide array of topics 
and format. These include 160+ magazine 
and newspaper subscriptions, thousands 
of DVDs and CDs, electronics such as 
Wi-Fi hotspots and computer accessories, 
and equipment for outdoor activities 
such as trekking poles and bicycle locks. 
Overdrive/Library2Go provides access 
nearly 50,000 eBooks and eAudiobooks. 
        Please call, visit, or email the library for 
more information. 
Alex Kuestner, Library Director/
District Manager
Lower Umpqua Library District
395 Winchester Ave Reedsport, OR  97467
(541) 271-3500   www.luld.org 

2025 Oregon Bills supporting Veterans
                Oregon has a long history and tradition 
of support of our Military and our Veterans.  It’s a 
heritage that honors all Veterans but with a special 
allegiance to our own Oregon Veterans.
        So it is concerning that Oregon ranks poorly 
as a place to live for military retirees. Property 
taxes and housing costs burdon our veterans 
and many are leaving. These veterans, who are 
often living on fixed incomes and some of those 
are managing service-connected disabilities. We 
need to welcome and support our Veterans in 
Oregon. There is a lot at stake and without them, 
Oregon and our communities are seeing a losing a 
great resource. Besides the loss of pride in taking 
care of our Veterans, we also lose out in federal 
retirement dollars, not to mention skilled workers 
and potential community leaders.
        The state of Oregon gives full property tax 
exemptions to nonprofits and religious institutions, 
some who pay nothing. Yet veterans, many 
who’ve earned homeownership through decades 
of service and Veterans Administration loans like 
the GI Bill, are being priced out of their homes. 
        Currently, in session at the Oregon Legislature, 
lawmakers are considering several bills to expand 
property tax exemptions for veterans. Among 
others, is HB 2050, HB 2361 and HB 2395. 
There are groups out there opposing these bills, to 
which I say “Shame”. Supporting veterans is an 

Continued on Page 7

Sexual Preditor 
Released

Roseburg, OR — A convicted sex offender, 
which the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
says is at the highest risk of re-offending, 
was released from custody on April 2nd 
and allowed to return to Roseburg. Douglas 
County Sheriffs Office describes Uriah 
Shawn Strauss as a Level III sex offender 
with convictions of sex abuse and attempted 
rape.
        The DCSO sent out a notification to the 
public about his release and some residents 
are concerned by Strauss’ return to the area. 
The concern is that Strauss is a predator and 
has, again, been released with “a slap on the 
wrist” and residents fear for their safety.

        This is not the first time Strauss has 
been in the news.  In January of 2024, he 
was arrested for writing a letter to a minor, 
outlining his desire to start a relationship with 
her. DCSO says that Strauss has repeatedly 
targeted women he does not know, contacting 
them through various means, often stalking 
them in public places, and then attempting to 
assault them.
        He has been released on special 
conditions where he is not allowed to 
communicate with people under the age of 
18 or be near schools, playgrounds, or places 
frequented by children. DCSO is asking the 
public to report any misconduct by Strauss to 
them immediately.

2 Arrested for Burglary
Linn County OR, - On March 22, 2025, at 10:
19 p.m., the LCSO responded to a burglary in 
progress in the 36000 block of Highway 228 near 
Brownsville. The caller reported two people going 
through buildings.
       Deputies located a male and female on the 
property. The male, later identified as Ryan Rikala, 
38, of Sweet Home, fled the area after a physical 
altercation with a deputy. The deputy heard a loud 
“pop” during the altercation, believed to be from a 
firearm. The female, identified as Stefani Brock, 34, 
of Crawfordsville, was taken into custody.
       Deputies and additional officers from OSP and 
Albany PD quickly set up a perimeter. Deputies 
utilized multiple K9s and drones to search the area. 

Continued on Page 7
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Schools’ in Session

Nicholas is a true friend to his classmates, and 
he is kind as well. He has volunteered many 
times to help me pick things up around the 
room, help others who are struggling or take 
things to other teachers for me. I can count on 
Nicholas to be on task and doing his best. He 
sets a great example for others to follow. I’m so 
glad that he is in my class this year!

North Douglas Elementary School 
Student of the Month

4th grader Nicholas Nelson 

Rilee Mast is a very hardworking, kind, 
and smart student. She is always there 
to help someone if needed and gives 
100% on her work every day. She is a 
great role model to other students.

North Douglas Middle School
Student of the Month
7th grader Rilee Mast

Oregon News Herald will print your school 
students awards and achievments. Send Pho-
tos and info to -  schoolnews@ndherald.com

Yoncalla Sprucing Up for Spring
      Spring has finally arrived in Douglas County. 
Thanks to generous donations made to the Yon-
calla Beautification Project (YBP) an additional 
28 hanging flower baskets will line Eagle Valley 
Road and Main Street this spring and throughout 
summer. The result should be an anticipated total 
of 40 colorful baskets.
    New posts and flower basket holders, as well as 
new civic signs, are being made by Jess McHaff-
ie’s Yoncalla High School shop students. Once the 
flower baskets are in place, they will be watered 
daily by Dorane Slocum.
    Another YBP project made possible by dona-
tions will be replacing worn-out USA flags, which 
are flown during federal holidays, with new flags. 
Currently, YBP also is working with the City and 
high school to coordinate a city-wide cleanup day.
     People wishing to purchase or sponsor flower 
baskets or to make tax-free donations to YBP can 
do so by contacting YBP treasurer Doris Bartlett 
at 541-315-0608. Meetings are held at the Com-
munity Center at 6 p.m. the fourth Thursday each 
month and are open to the public.

Are You Ready
For An Emergency?

     These past few months we’ve seen news of 
devastating wildfires, hurricanes, tornados and 
flooding – many with Level 3 evacuations which 
means “Go Now.” If you have lived through a 
natural disaster, you realize the importance of being 
prepared BEFORE the disaster happens. Don’t 
plan on going to a store at the last minute or after the 
fact for much needed supplies.
      Get a kit together, make a plan and be informed. 
Have enough supplies and equipment to get you 
through at least three days without electricity, water 
or trips to the store. But a 14-day kit is even better! 
It’s good to have a “go bag” for home and vehicles 
such as a backpack or tote with wheels. 
      What to put in your emergency kit? Every 
household is different. How about a flashlight with 
spare batteries, a battery-operated radio, water for 3 
days, medications, socks, shirts, blanket, small tool 
kit, first aid kit, pet food, spare eye glasses, hearing 
aid batteries, granola bars, coloring books for the 
kids. Don’t be overwhelmed by a huge list of items 
– add a few items each week.
      After preparing yourself and your family 
for possible emergencies, take the next step in 
preparing your neighborhood and community. 
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) 
is a program that educates volunteers about disaster 
preparedness for the hazards that may occur where 
they live.  CERT trains volunteers over the age of 18 
in basic disaster response skills such as fire safety, 
light first aid and light search and rescue in order to 
support professional responders. 
      Lower Umpqua CERT team covers Reedsport, 

Continued on Page 7

in Corvallis crested at 32.84 feet, which was 2.84 
feet above the flood stage. Daily rainfall recorded 
at the Hyslop weather station between Albany 
and Corvallis totaled nearly 4 inches from March 
10-16. The biggest daily reading was 1.15 inch on 
Sunday morning
          Roseburg received 3.47 inches of rain between 
1 AM on March 16th and 1 AM on March 17th, 
smashing the previous daily record of 0.87 inches 
set back in 1932. The deluge was a record breaker, 
claiming the title of the wettest single day in 
March history. The old mark was 2.29 inches from 
March 21st, 2012. The heavy rain flooded towns, 
washed out roads and turned hillsides into streams 
of mud. The Galesville Reservoir near Azalea, 
was operating near capacity after 4 to 5 inches of 
rain fell between March 14 and 16. According to 
Douglas County spokesperson Tamara Howell, 
the storm pushed the Galesville dam to its limits 
on March 17 and 18, filling the 42,225-acre-foot 
reservoir to the brim. The dam prevented multiple 

communities from more-disastrous flooding, 
according to Douglas County.
           The Galesville Dam “...acted as a major 
flood-control device, saving the communities of 
Glendale, Riddle, Myrtle Creek and Winston from 
even greater flooding and additional carnage.” 
Howell said.
          The Coquille River at Myrtle Point in Coos 
County experienced moderate flooding, with a 
flood stage of 35.0 feet, and some sections of 
Highway 42 downstream from Myrtle Point and 
along the highway to Powers were affected. 
            On March 18, Gov. Tina Kotek declared 
a state of emergency after parts of Oregon were 
hit with a series of floods and landslides that 
overwhelmed neighborhoods and prompted 
several water rescues, including one that claimed 
the life of a Jackson County woman.
          According to Kotek, the floods affected 
communities in southern Oregon since late 
February, including Clackamas, Coos, Curry, 

Douglas, Harney, Jackson, Josephine, Lane, 
Multnomah, and Malheur counties along with 
an active flood threat that could impact Harney 
County.
          Many of these Oregon Counties also declared 
states of Emergency during and after the flooding 

and landslide event.
          For continued support, assistance and 
guidance, it is recommended all residents and 
businesses to contact local county representatives 
and websites for information and resources for 
loss and damages from flooding.

Above, Elkton town Park flooded by Umpqua river on March 16. Photo by Avi Zohar
Below, top row from left Yoncalla from Drone footage, Yoncalla on Eagle Valley Rd, HWY 34 near Corvallis, 

Below, bottom row from left, Roseburg in the city limit, Row River Rd near Cottage Grove

Continued from Front Page                                              March Flooding in Drain, Douglas County and Across Oregon
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April Crossword Puzzle Sponsored by Studio Tattoo
March Crossword Solution

April 2025 Weather Forecast  Sponsored by Travis Williams 
Great Food

Event Calendar on Page 7

Mistie Savage takes Walk-ins - call for availablity
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Business Card Directory

Business Card Ads  $50
contact advertising@ndherald.com

DRAIN
Assembly of God Church
975 Drain Section Rd
541 836-2369
Sunday Service 10:30am

Gateway Family Fellowship
Church of the Nazarene
337 C Avenue
Sunday Sch 9:30am Worship 10:45am

Drain Church of Christ
2nd and D street
541-836-2315
SS 9:30am/Svc 10:30am/W&T 6pm

 YONCALLA
Assembly of God
1008 Hayhurst Rd
541 849-2800
Sunday 10:30am Wednesday. 5:30pm

Church of Christ
225 Birch St
Sunday School 9:55am
Sunday Worship 10:45am

Seventh-day Adventist Church
278 Douglas St
Saturday Worship 10am -12pm

ELKTON
Elkton Bible Baptist Church
(541) 584-2808
420 2nd St
Sunday Worship 10am

Elkton Christian Church
344 3rd St.
elktonchristian@gmail.com 
Bible study 9:45 Worship 10:45

EUGENE
Saint George Orthodox Church 
202 Hillview Lane 1
Eugene, OR 97408-5018
541-683-3519 

SPRINGFIELD
East Side Baptist Church
4045 Commercial Ave
(541) 654 4568
https://esbaptist.org/

If you would like to see your Church listed in 
the directory, please send email to:
churchdirectory@ndherald.com.
Or send US Mail to:
ChurchDirectory
Oregon News Herald
PO Box 581
Drain OR 97435
Include: Name, address, phone & worship 
hours - 4 lines only.

Church   
Directory

A Place to Die 
(Paperback) by
Rusty L Savage

4.1 out of 5 stars on 
Amazon
$15.66

NOW AVAILABLE ON AMAZON
https://a.co/d/2cOZfG2

The Highest Hill
(Paperback )

by Rusty L Savage 
$13.66

 i

NOW AVAILABLE ON AMAZON
https://a.co/d/jivKij6

Shadows Along the Creek
(Paperback)   by Rusty L 

Savage 
2.6 out of 5 stars

on Amazon
$14.84

NOW AVAILABLE ON AMAZON
https://a.co/d/9NlFOYc

Event Calendar

Karaoke                   April 12   8-11

413 Umpqua HWY (380  Drain

obligation and responsibility .
        These bills are smart, targeted steps to support 
and keep veterans thriving in our communities. Of 
course this won’t solve all of the shortcomings 
and deficiencies within our Veteran community, 
but they move us in the right direction.
        Please contact your representatives and 
lawmakers to voice your support of veterans 
and urge them to do the right thing. Support 
Oregon Veterans in honor of their support of our 
freedoms.

Veterans
Continued from Page 3

Winchester Bay and Gardiner. Interested in 
becoming a volunteer?  Now is your opportunity 
to learn how.  Meetings are generally the 3 Saturday 
of each month from 9:00 – Noon at the Reedsport 
Senior Center across from City Hall. 
      If you’re interested in CERT training and 
becoming a CERT member contact Terry at 541-
662-0095.  The next scheduled training is in April.  
Come see what you can do to help your family, 
community and business. 

Emergency
Continued from Page 3

A firearm was located along the route Rikala fled 
and he was located in a wooded area north of the 
burglary. He then jumped into the river and swam 
to the opposite side where Rikala was taken into 
custody without further incident.
       Rikala was lodged at the Linn County Jail for 
Burglary 1, Felon in Possession of a Firearm and 
Resisting Arrest.  Brock was lodged at the Linn 
County Jail for Burglary 1 and Conspiracy. The 
LCSO was assisted by OSP, Albany PD, Corvallis 
PD and Brownsville FD.

Public Safety
Continued from Page 2
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